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Yiews of Sterclos Anastassisfen

1. In eerly February Sterglos Ansstassiades (Orgexizing Sacretary of the KXKE
Central Committes delegation in Athens until his arrest in sarly March
1949), expressed in confidence hig disagroement with the decisions taken
ot the 5th Plenary Ssssion of the XEE Central Committes, and stated that:

2. A very serious fractional sirugsle would hewe resulied in the Party
if the preaent situation had arlsen under peace-time conditions.

. &% present there was little hope that the situation wonld develop
further as General Zachariades wes obviocusly in full control in the
mountains, and would without hesitation order malcontents %0 return
%o the mountains, whers. they would be tried summerily by ihe #Paople’s
Courdst, )

. Zachariades® policy towerds his subordinates was, hovever, becoming
intolerable, snd Ansstaesiades wondered if am anti-Zachariadse wove-
ment fomentsd in Athens would have any chance of succees.

2. Dsmetrios Partsalides could not be countsd uwpon to support such &
movemend, for he would always follow blindly the directives of
Zachariades, as would Wikoles Gacrgalis {Political Commissar of the
Rebel Arymy), Hikolas Danielides (1st¢ Secretary of the Commnist
Organization of Pirseuns - KOP), Maria Manousaki (Security officlal
anf enlightener of the Rebel Army Attlca Erigade) asnd Zisis Zogeaphos
{Central Security official).

8. It wes highly unlikely that loanxis Ioaanides {Fremior of the Rebel
Junta®) wonuld make o move at the present time, for he was a selfish
opportunist himself, and fully roalized the strengih of Zachariades?
position. JIoannides’ followers included several important members of
X0A, KOP, KOA%% and the Rebel ATmY. o

f. Anastesclades himself had the support of a considerable pumber of
Prade Union officials {belng a former Trade Unionlst himself), snd he
was aleo very popular in the women's sections of the Ferty.
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Yiews of Elias Baltng
Po During a conversation in early February 1949 betwsen Anastasslades and

Flias Baltas {Cormander of the Rebel Army Attics Brigsde) on the subjeot
of the dismissal of General Markos, and its #ffeot on former members of
the Greek People's Liberation Army (ELAS) in the Bebel Army Attles Brigade,
Baltas remarked that Merkos appeared to have met the ssme fate as Gomulks
in Poland. .

3o Anpstosaisdes, while agreeing that this secmed to be the cass, advised
Baltes %o refraln from malking such remarks sc openly, as the Party
¥igilance” might well lay hands upon him. DBaltas replied that he could
no% ogree that he had sald anything reprebensible or anti-Party, and added
$hat be had based his impressions on Markos! farewell spesch on 4 February.

LTS A% a later date, Paltas stated in confidepce durinz a conversation with a
friend that ho resented the sbove remarks made to him by Anastassiades, a8
he was a soldier with a clean rscord of seven years' service in the Party,
and bed nothing o fear from “politiciane®. He consequontly was not afrald
¢ say that he dissgreed with the decisions of the S5%a Planaxry Session,
and his view was that Zachariades, from his vaniage point away from danger,
hed made scapegoats of Markos and Hadjivassiliou for the setbaoks to KEE's
eenae in 1948, for which the whole Party was responsible.

b Baltas also made the following stetements:

ac Zochariades’ whols politicel carser had been marksd by a continuous
salfish strugsle on his pert to oliminate pot only his political
opponen$s, but his clogast collaborators as well, if they achieved
nodue distinction,

%o Zachariades and his intrigues had besn responsidle for the death
or diemissal of many imporiant members of KEE and it wes natural that
Markos, on account of his growinz populsrity, should bave besen "next
on the listh, ‘ ' )

8o Yhen attending sessions of the Rsbel Supreme War Council in the pasé,
Baltas had observed that Vesilics Bartzicvas {Politburo representa=
tive on the Supreme War Gouncil) had teksn great scare to avoid
decisions placing foymer senior ELAS officials in controlling posts
in the Rebol Army or administration. Clearly the object was %o
sliminate any possible influence of senior ELAS members upon the
Zabel Army troopg.

#, Forumde ELAS members, who had in the esrly days of the present civil
war recsived appoiniments az Unit Commanders, were today relegated to
more Junlor positions, %0 loesen the risk of a ‘coup de main! against
the Zacheriades-Folitburc clique. Markes had retsined his pest for
some time only beasuge he had always mocesded to 2ll Folitburo orders
or decisions delivered to his Esodquarters. :

&. Zacharinfes was fond of esying $hat the former ELAS officlals had
becoms infeseted, durlng the cecewpation, with "the opportuniszm of
Sisntos snd Zevgoe”, and with "Hatioral-Socialism®, and that there
¥ad no known cure for it.

T. Sipes his return to Greszce in 1945, Zachariades had censed irrepazeble
damage %o ths Pariy, and had persistently critioized all that the Pargy
lsadership hed dons during the occupation wears.

3o Baltas frankly admitted that 1if he were not sstiafied with the Party explans~-
tions forthcoming on the decisions reached at the 5th Plonsry Session, he
would consider making = public statemsat on the subjaot, and lasving the
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In mid-February 1949, Ansstassiades sent for Bikolas Kitsikis (member of
the Apparad, axd President of the Hdlenic-Soviet League). He instructsd
him t9 curb the impatisfice of Party followers under his control, for
roports had been received of heated discuassiocns at the Hellenle-Sovief
league, at the Scisnce and Reconstruction Soclety (Bplstimi Anoikodomisi -
EP-A¥), and at the Trikoupis Political Club, on the decislons of the GHth
Flenary Session es givan 1n the local presa.

In Athsns, on 21 March 1949, %Hestoras® Farmekls (acting Secretary of KOA)
submitted a report to Demes$riocs Partsslides (member of the Polithuro
statloned in Athens®®) on the results of the anzlysls made for the mejority
of the Z0A membera vegarding the decisions reached af the KXE 6th Plensry
Seeslon. It was stated that out of a total of 985 anslyses 94 members wers
in disagreement, chiefly on the Macedonian question, and that 34 had been
dismissed while the rest were under surveillsnce.

Over 400 deporiees had also expressed thsir disagreement, and the greet
me Jority had sigped "acis of renouncement™ and publicly denounced KKE.

Farmakia stated to Partsalides that 1% wae thought that, by the end of
Harch, the decisions of the 5th Plenary Ssssion would have been analyzed
for ell members of XOA, and that he would then submit a ful) 1ist of
members in disagreement. Partsalldes declared that he hoped that the
final resul%s would be more favorable than those already submitted, and
expresead much concern over the possidility of an "opposition group"”
arising within KOA., He felt that, under the circumstances, the resulss
among Ceporiees might have been worsas. ’
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Lete in March Partsalides adwitted in private conversation that morale
in KOA snd KOP was pressntly at a very low ebd, and that it had reached
ite nadir in Fedruery. He attributed this state of affalrs to the
success of Covermment propeganda, the unfavorable reception of pronoungs-
nents by EXE and NOF on the Macedonlan lssue, snd the considerable
sucossses of the Greek Hational Army im the Peloponnese (where the Party
had quite lost the geme), at Florina and in the Kerdhillion Bange.

® - Beported by Andarte radlo as new Rebel Covernment

¥s)
Vive-Fremler (14 April 1949).

“n W = Reported by Andarte radio as new Bebel Government
Premier (14 April 1949),
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